
Think College Mini-Grant Competition 2009

Promoting Inclusive Postsecondary Education Options for People with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities

BACKGROUND

Think College, at the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI) at the University of Massachusetts Boston, with funding from the Administration on Developmental Disabilities, conducts a comprehensive national training initiative designed to increase the participation of individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities in postsecondary education. Think College will be awarding up to FIVE (5) mini-grants to five different University Centers of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs) to develop a statewide team that conducts planning for inclusive postsecondary education for individuals with developmental disabilities.
The emphasis of this competition is to increase opportunities for postsecondary education for students with Intellectual / Developmental Disabilities within the University Centers of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) network, in partnership with their respective Developmental Disabilities Councils and other key state partners, such as Board of Higher Education. The project priority area is state level collaborative planning resulting in an action plan to increase opportunities for inclusive postsecondary education for people with intellectual/developmental disabilities.

The overarching goal is a plan that will result in measurable increases in participation of students with intellectual/developmental disabilities in inclusive postsecondary education. 
ELIGIBILITY

Lead applicant must be a University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD).

PURPOSE

Think College will award five mini-grants of $15,000 each for a 9-month period for UCEDDs to support statewide strategic planning to implement an inclusive postsecondary initiative statewide. To be successful, applications must:

1. Identify key stakeholders in your state and describe plans for engaging in a collaborative strategic planning process with them to identify project goals, tasks to achieve goals, timelines, responsible entities, and milestones.

2. Describe plans to sustain and continue project activities after the funding period.

Note: This competition will not support projects that propose to develop a separate or segregated postsecondary education program only for students with intellectual / developmental disabilities.
PROPOSAL GUIDELINES AND EVALUATION CRITERIA

The proposal should be submitted with the format and content described below. Maximum scores for each section are provided; the narrative is limited to 8 double-spaced pages. The cover page, budget, and budget narrative may be single-spaced.

Applicant Cover Page   (0 points)

Includes contact information, signature, and project abstract of 500 words or less (1/2 page). 

Narrative Components of Proposal:

The narrative section should be 8 double spaced pages with margins that are not less than 1 inch and font (Times New Roman) no smaller than 12 point. In this section please describe:

1.  Description of Project Design (25 points)

This section should include a brief description of the proposed project and should identify and describe how the grantee will address the priority area.  

2.
Description of Proposed Partnership with Key Stakeholders (e.g. Developmental Disabilities Council, Parent Training Information Centers, Office of Higher Education, etc.) and Consumer or Member-Driven Organizations (25 points)

This section should describe the proposed partnerships and should include descriptions of:

a. Collaborative activities planned between the partners during the course of the project.

b. How project activities will be sustained after the period of the grant award is ended.

c. Description of joint strategies to increase opportunities for inclusive PSE for people with intellectual/ developmental disabilities. 
d. Plans to work with the DD Council, Board of Higher Education and/or other key stakeholders on areas such as identification of available state resources, creation and implementation of evidenced based inclusionary practices; or other topics related to the support to individuals with intellectual / developmental disabilities in postsecondary education in dual enrollment and/or adult postsecondary education initiatives.

e. How proposed project will work with Think College personnel related to receipt of technical assistance and training.

Note: Applicants must secure letters of collaboration (and submit those letters with the proposal) from key stakeholders that will participate in the statewide planning, such as the State Developmental Disabilities Council, Board of Higher Education, Department of Education, etc. and a consumer or member driven organization that describes proposed activities and their level of involvement to implement the project.
3. 
Projected Goals, Objectives, Outcomes, and Timelines (20 points)

This section should describe proposed goals, objectives, activities, and timelines for achieving objectives, and the anticipated outcomes of the project. 

4. 
Plans to Continue Activities to Promote Inclusion of Individuals with Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities in Postsecondary Education (15 points)

This section should describe plans to support sustainability of the postsecondary initiative in your state.

5. 
Budget (15 points)

This section should provide a 9-month budget with a justification for line item amounts. The maximum amount available for funding is $15,000. Matching or in-kind funds are not required, but are encouraged.  The indirect rate for this competition is capped at 8%. Proposals that request funding in excess of $15,000 or propose an indirect rate above 8% will not be considered.

Required Attachments

    * Resumes of key staff 

    * Letters of collaboration from the key stakeholders
Required Reporting

Funded projects will provide a final report by October 30, 2010 that identifies learning experiences, increased knowledge, and evidenced based practices related to increasing the participation of individuals with intellectual/developmental disabilities.  Report must also address how sustainability activities will be accomplished.
Submission Process and Timelines

Applications will only be accepted through online submission (Follow the link).  A total of three documents will be uploaded:

1.
Application

2.
Letters of Support and Collaboration

3.
Resumes
Proposals submission date: 12/4/2009 by midnight eastern standard time.

Completed proposals include the cover page, project proposal, budget and justification, resumes of key staff and ALL letters of support.  ALL materials must be submitted electronically through the above vehicle, and only complete proposals will be considered.
Timeline
Proposal Available: November 2, 2009

Proposal Due: December 4, 2009 by midnight EST

Amount of each Award: $15,000

Funding Duration: 9 Months

Expected Project Start Date: January 1, 2010

